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NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 

With this number are issued to members only ballot papers on which 
to record their votes for or against affiliation. These should be filled up, 
in accordance with the instructions printed thereon, and returned to the 
Hon. Sec. on or before March 12th, 1906. 


The result will be announced in 
our next issue. 


MARCH MEETING.—ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The next meeting will be held at the CENTRAL LIBRARY, TOWN 
HALL, CROYDON, by invitation of the Chairman of the Libraries 
Committee, Mr. Councillor H. Keatley Moore, B.A., B.Mus., on Wed: 
nesday, March 14th. Members are invited to arrive at 6 p.m., or there- 
abouts, so that time is allowed for viewing the Libraries, which have many 
unique features, such as the double-wicket and double card charging, the 
application of Dewey to open shelves, complete 
ject catalogues on cards, open access to all 
original administration forms. 


‘union ’’ name and sub- 
departments, and_ several 


6.0. Assemble in the Cataloguing Room. Messrs. Sayers, Peplow 
and Coutts will conduct parties over the Library and explain 
the methods. 

6.45. Tea will be served in the suite of Committee Rooms in the 
Town Hall (by permission of the Mayor). 


7.30. The Business Meeting will be held in the Croydon Council 
Chamber (by permission of the Mayor). The Chair will be 
taken by Mr. H. Keatley Moore, and the following papers 
will be read :— 

Junior paper: John Warner, Croydon Central Reference 
Library. ‘* First Years of Reference Work.”’ 

8.15. Senior papers: (1) William J. Harris, Librarian, 
Library, Hornsey, N. ‘* The Planning of 
A Utopian Forecast.”’ 

(2) W. C. Berwick Sayers, Sub-Librarian, 
Public Libraries. ‘* Contrasts in Planning.” 


Stroud Green 
an Ideal Library : 
Croydon 
It is hoped that the Mayor of Croydon will be present. 
There is an excellent train service to Croydon (preferably E. 
but W. Croydon is also near the Library). 
stations, main line—is Is. 2d. return; the 
Main line trains take 


Croydon, 
The fare from London—all 
local line fare, Is. return. 
19 minutes; local, about 35 minutes. 


London Bridge (L.B. and S.C. Rly.)—5.14, *5.25, 


*6.5, 6.30, 6.32, 
6.56, *7.0, *7.20. London Bridge (*S.E. Rly.)—5.31, 5.40, 6.17, 6.27, 
6.42, 6.51, 7.15, 7.32. Victoria—*5.0, 5.12, 5.40, *5.50, 5.58, 6.0, *6.50, 


6.55, *7.15. 


(* Main line trains). 
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING. 


To affiliate or not to affiliate. That is the question that drew an i 
attendance of some 40 members at St. Bride Institute, E.C., on Wednesday i 
eyening, February 7th. The occasion was a special general meeting called 
for the purpose of discussing whether or not the Library Assistants’ 
Association should accept the proposal to affiliate with the Library Asso- 
ciation. Mr. W. Geo. Chambers occupied the Chair, and the proceedings 
took the form of a debate, Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers stating the 
argument for affiliation and Mr. G. E. Roebuck opposing. 

After briefly explaining the objects of the meeting and urging upon 
those present to listen patiently to the speakers on both sides, the Chairman 
called upon Mr. Sayers. 








































THE ARGUMENT FOR AFFILIATION 
By W. C. Berwick Sayers. 

Mr. Justice Lawrence is recently accredited with the saying that the 
art of writing love letters is a lost one; that the lover of to-day so 
constantly sees the gloomy side of his wooing that he cannot burst forth 
into thé ecstasy of adoration which marked the love letter writer of old 
time. This is because one half the world of to-day is cynical and the 
other half is sensitive; and men fear to glow with passion because they 
fear to appear silly, and to be laughed at is the most dreaded of fates 
As with love-making so with almost every other question in life; we fear 
to launch out into enthusiasm for untried things because 1ething may 
happen somehow and somewhere which will cause someone to laugh. All 
innovations demand enthusiasm; enthusiasms demand wit and _ good 
humour. I might ask you to laugh with me at some features of the 
affiliation question, but my esteemed opponent Mr. Roebuck has asked m« 
to ‘** stick to rock-bottom seriousness,’’ whatever that may mean; and our 
excellent Chairman, who also opposes me, will be essentially serious 
because he never made a joke in his life. But don’t look at the gloomy 
side of the innovation I submit to you to-night; I want you to be as 
enthusiastic over it as were old time lovers in their affairs of the heart 








My text is affiliation—‘‘ unity ’—a law of strength as old as the eternal 
hills, and a doctrine as joyful as Christmastime. The proposal before you 
to-night is that you shall either declare yourselves a part of the repre- 
sentative body of the library world in the United Kingdom, the Library 
Association; or, like a distinguished but singularly unpractica! statesman 
of to-day, plough your lonely furrow. I said affiliation was a law of 
strength; there are among us some who are so unfortunate as to be 
unable to realize the truth of this postulate. Every refo s the result 
of organised effort, and an Association with a large number of members i 
naturally more searching in its influence than one of sn numbers 
Looking round on the horary world we see division on division, petty and 
unworthy. Study the individual library. Side by side library after | 





is doing parallel work, whereas an interested co-operatior een d 

and district would ensure that one library bought those books wh ; 
neighbour could not buy, that it compiled catalogues and reading lists ; 
which its neighbour could not compile. The co-operation would ensure : 
interchange of work and of books, and one library would supplement the : 
other. And when we enquire why this devoutly to be wished consumma- : 
tion is not, we are compelled to admit that the chief obstacle is petty local 
jealousy. Note this carefully, for in the final analysis you ll find that 

the objection to the affiliation is petty jealousy. Like the libraries y 


trying to do work parallel to the work of the Librar 
although we accomplish a little it is hampered by the 
not co-ordinated with that of the more influential Asso« 
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we not affiliate and bring about this co-ordination? The answer is the 
same as the answer to the question about the co-operation of libraries. 

I assume that you have all read the statement of the matter at issue 
in the last number of ‘* The Library Assistant.’’ Briefly it is this: That 
we shall acknowledge an allegiance to the Library Association by merely 
submitting formally our annual report and balance-sheet, together with 
copies of important motions carried at general meetings such as this 
to-night. Also, we are to undertake that nothing in our constitution 
shall conflict with the bye-laws of the Library Association. With a supreme 
wisdom which is amazing to men of such limited intelligence as my own, 
the gentlemen who oppose it have interpreted this to mean that we sell our 
liberty to the Library Association, and become mere cyphers absolutely 
under its control; that we shall be told what we are to do and how we are 
to do it; for, say they, *‘ you are not going to get the L.A. or any other 
body to offer you something for nothing.’’ 1 do not suggest that you are. 
The Library Association has, to my thinking, a distinct and praiseworthy 
end in’ view—the linking up of all associations of librarians and assistants 
with itself. It wishes to make our Association a training ground for its 
own future members, ana it wishes to bring some kind of co-ordination 
into the educational work of all library societies. Is not this a legitimate 
aim and one worthy of your support? The Library Association benefits by 
getting new members through us; we benefit by their moral and educa- 
tional support. 

We are primarily a student body; from our standpoint the Library 
Association is an examining body. Therefore, the demand from us for 
representation on their Education or other committees is absurd. Fancy 
the Oxford undergraduates demanding that they should have seats in the 
University Senate! Yet the analogy is perfect. Unless you possess the 
full diploma of the Library Association what right have you to sit among 
the examiners, to examine yourself? And how many of us possess the full 
diploma? You may urge that the Library Association is not merely an 
examining body, and you may be right; but that is its significance for 
you, and it is a very serious significance. A grave indictment of library 
assistants could be presented in the light of recent appointments. A fort- 
night ago we at Croydon advertised for an assistant to take charge of our 
reference library at a salary of £90—100. Out of a number of applica- 
tions, not one from municipal library assistants showed the qualities we 
required, and they were simple enough. The truth is that municipal 
library assistants, though gradually awaking to life, are not yet fully alive 
to the educational necessities of their position: they get technical training and 
neglect general education, they get general education and neglect tech- 
nique. Some of the work I have seen by library assistants earning £50 
a year would disgrace a seventh standard schoolboy. This is a matter 
which you may or may not like, but you have to consider it; it is im- 
perative. We complain of American libraries that they are over feminised, 
that the whole work is passing into the hands of women. It is the fault 
of the men simply. At Islington it has been decided to have a female 
staff; the reason given is economy, but, however reluctantly, we are com- 
pelled to admit that there is not the trained material in our sex to justify 
its employment at better salaries than are there to be given to women. In 
both senior appointments recently vacant at Islington, I understand that 
with the exception of about three of the selected candidates, there was no 
one even remotely qualified for the positions. In the appointment of a 
senior assistant not long ago at Woolwich it was found necessary to go 
outside the public library profession; the same thing happened at King- 
ston-on-Thames; and at Finsbury, although the sub-librarianship was 
given to a municipal library assistant, the Committee had to admit men 
who were not such, to make up the number of selected candidates. Do 
you see what I am aiming at? That public library assistants mouth 
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about that éxploded absurdity, the ‘‘ open door,’’ and are themselves—I 
speak of the generality, not of the few—neglecting to qualify. Why, one 
assistant, of 24 years of age, told me the other day that he knew nothing 
of systematic classification because it didn’t exist in his library. A fine 
reason forsooth! We talk about the profession, but how many believe in 
it sufficiently to study its details, to gain literary knowledge, to under- 
stand not the particular classification of our own library merely, but the 
theory on which all classifications are built, to be bil iographers, really 
scientific cataloguers as opposed to title-a-liners—to mention only a few 


of the requisite things. We need a little of the enthusiasm, a little of the 








faith of the American lady librarian. The relation of these things to 
affiliation is simple. Once link this Association with its wiser fellow, and 
we become pledged to support and help forward its educational programme 
Without renouncing one iota of our independence we receive sympathy and 
help from our chiefs, and the most prominent men in our profession 
That help has been given hitherto; but now it will be given systematically 
We show too our desire to bring the necessity of thorough education, 
general and technical, home to every assistant whom « nfluence touches 


I am a thorough optimist, but it is my conviction that now more than 





ever do the assistants of England need irritating into life; and while such 
issues as these are at stake, the talk of independence and standing on our 
own feet is unworthy in the extreme, and it is such men as our chairmar 
and secretary—much as I respect them I must say it 10 are responsible 
for the sad state of affairs to which I just now allude 

One of the crying necessities of our technical training is elementary 
instruction in every subject on the Library Association syllabus. My own 


observation convinces me that many students attend the lectures in a state 
of total unpreparedness to receive them, and however good he may be, the 





lecturer cannot give in a course of lectures the preliminary teaching as 
well as the advanced that is required for proficiency. Now I imagine 
that there are in our own ranks men who could give this preliminary 
teaching ; and if we only connected up with the L e- 
ceived its sanction, and adhered to its syllabus, courses « TT mi 
be given by the Library Assistants’ Association which would send to 
classes at the London School of Economics students fit to follow the 
courses given there. At present it is almost impossible to do this b 
cause assistants would regard our lectures as a mere opposition cours¢e 


Under the zgis of the Library Association they would become authoritative 
I am not going to argue further on the advantages derived fron 








affiliation. The idea that the L.A.A. is an anti-chief librarian’s association 
has long since vanished, and this view was, in fact, more or less the 
product of the imagination of assistants themselves. But, after all, your 
chiefs will be more inclined to support an association s part of the 
greater whole, and many assistants who now stand aloof will be with you 
To connect all library associations into one is our end, and when this 


consummation is reached then we may look for those 
be expected from undivided effort. 

I do not say that if you reject affiliation vou will feel at any time 
the sensations that must have flashed through the minds of Macbeth and 
his charming wife when, at the dawn succeeding that fearful 1 
heard the prosaic knocking at the castle gate. I do not say that you 
mourn in sackcloth and ashes behind the indicator, or thrust your 1 
into the reference library wastepaper basket and weep. But I do say that 
if you let slip this golden opportunity to prove that you are men of the 
same ideas and aims as your chiefs, you are acting traitorously to your 
own interests, to the educational responsibilities of your profession, “and 
are doing your best to lower still more the already too low status of 
library assistants. But my time has gone; and Mr. Roebuck is quoting 
in spirit if not literally, the words of an old Roman poet—‘‘ Semper ego 
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auditor tantum? nunquamne reponam? ”’ (Am I always to hear and never 
to answer?) Listen carefully to what Mr. Roebuck has to say; he is as 
much in earnest as myself. But remember all these different societies of 
librarians and assistants are divisions of one house, and I have the highest 
authority for saying that a house divided against itself cannot stand. 


THE ARGUMENT AGAINST AFFILIATION. 
By Gro. E. Roebuck. 

1 rise to suggest that this Association shall not affiliate, in order to 
afford our members a view of the other side of the question; a far more 
delicate office than that which Mr. Sayers has just completed. 

Apart from the question of benefits likely to arise there is a broader 
claim to be recognised. The ideal Library Assistants’ Association of our 
founders is opposed to the suggestion; and, whilst admitting that we can 
be too conservative, I think we can afford to re-read our genesis at such 
times as the present. 

On July 3rd, 1895, a few enthusiasts met to discuss what then ap- 
peared to be a need, and as an outcome of their deliberations, it was 
resolved ‘‘ that an association of library assistants be formed’’ which 
was to be known as the Library Assistants’ Association. At this first 
meeting of our founders it was thought desirable that the relationship to 
the Library Association should be clearly defined, and a successful motion 
was recorded which ran ‘* that it was clearly understood that there would 
be no connection whatever between the two; and that the objects of the 
new Association were in no wise to clash with those of the older Associa- 
tion.’” Now this constitutional policy has been most strictly adhered 
to throughout the eleven years of our being, and, although it may not 
have been foreseen, it has afforded us the opportunity of voicing opinions 
and taking steps in matters of technical import, which as a body affiliated 
or amalgamated with the Library Association we would have been unable 
to accomplish. 

Therefore, the history of the Library Assistants’ Association proclaims 
the enhanced influences of our organisation as an independent factor in 
technical progression. In the second place there is some doubt as to 
whether the offer is whole-hearted on the part of the Library Association. 
So far as we are concerned there is every indication that the offer was the 
result of after-thought ; because, the Library Association Council, reporting 
at Cambridge last year, mentions arrangements for the affiliation of Branch 
Associations, but does not mention any proposal to the Library Assistants’ 
Association in that connection. 

We know for a fact tnat the financial relations between the Library 
Association and the several local Library Associations throughout the 
country led to the suggestion of affiliation as a means of regulating (in 
part) the financial matters of such local bodies. We do not say that the 
desire for cordial relations and uniform operation did not enter into the 
proposal, but it is beyond dispute that the monetary claim made from time 
to time by some of the local bodies upon the funds of the Library Associa- 
tion was a great point of consideration. If proof were needed, we find 
it in the fact that the initial proceedings were engineered by the Finance 
Committee of the Library Association. 

To understand the weight of this you must remember that the local 
associations to whom the affiliation offer has been issued, are more or less 
off-shoots of the Livrary Association, comprising members of that Associa- 
tion who, unable to attend the London meetings, have organised local 
associations in their immediate vicinities. They are in a totally different 
boat from ours, and, to my mind, their acceptance of the affiliation proposal 
is as desirable as it would prove beneficial. 
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On the other hand, the Library Assistants’ Association is not the same 
in constitution, aim or membership; and if ever our affiliation with the 
Library Association was deemed desirable, I claim that the terms forming 
the basis of that transaction should be framed in accordance with our special 
need and status, not by a circular offer which, whilst meeting other cases, 
does not touch our own. The fact of our difference from other allied 
bodies—our more or less isolated position caused by the very nature of 
our Association—puts us outside the range of the present proposal. 

Since the offer was first suggested (a year ago) I have tried to find 
the proper course to advise you. My official connection with the Library 
Assistants’ Association demands that as far as lies in my power I shall act 
without bias to secure the best bargain for those who voted me to the office 
I hold. Now when I inform you that several members of the Library 
Association itself to whom I have spoken own that to their way of think- 
ing no need exists for our affiliation, vou will begin to realise that the 
question is not one-sided; that my case though unpleasant is justifiable ; 
and that previous statements of mine are not without some shadow of 
conviction. This is what they say: The Library Association is made up 
of two wings, the technical men and the interested outsiders (who number 
about half of the membership). Of the technical men there are again two 
groups, the one which observes the young men in the right light, and 
who would offer them encouragement; and those gentlemen who per 
sistently ignore the objective of any man below the status of a full-blooded 
librarianship. Such being the case, it is obvious that our affiliation would 
only be popular to a section of the body to which we would be attaching 
ourselves. 

That we have been fairly treated by the Library Association in most 
things, and that we have come in for a goodly amount of recognition of 
late years, are facts which it is not our intention tc deny But I believe 
that the cordial relations which exist, and the closer ones which are sug- 
gested, arose from the labours of a certain well-disposed section of the 
Library Association, who, by their persistency have gained the point over 
the opposite party, who submit because they are shrewd enough to see that 


there is good business in it so far as the Library Association is concerned 
At this stage I feel constrained to declare that the idea of our gaining 


everything and the Library Association nothing from the proposal before 
you 1s open to severe criticism. 

Thirdly, if we do affiliate may we not lose a considerable amount of 
our standing? Your Secretary has been rather roughly handled for think 
ing too much of this standing. Pains have been taken to prove to hin 


that the position of our body is so paltry, that it should not be mentioned 
in sober sense, but to this I demur. As an association of young men, run 
for young men by young men, on ideas common to the entire membership, 
we reach the class of men who can only be reached by us. There are 
few organisations (if any) to which we are to be compared; and for our 
age, means and opportunity we have earned a respectful consideration 


from the entire world of librarianship—not merely in Great Britain, but 
abroad also—a recognition which imparts no small degree of standing 
Our journal is widely spoken of as the only free-thinking organ which 
British librarianship posesses, the management of which (like the columns) 
is open to all phases of opinion. Facts of this kind prompt some thought 
of standing, and the ambition to make your Association stronger still, is 
the oil which causes the wheels of the Library Assistants’ Association to 
work easily and effectively. 

To the assistant our Association means a brotherhood of aspirants like 
unto himself, in whose comradeship he can find enjoyment, and pleasurable 
profit in his career; and the causes of this are that we have continually 
veered and tacked about to increase our usefulness and better meet the 
requirements of our men. This adaptability has been brought into play 
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whenever we thought fit, but as an affiliated body we may be hampered 
by an official connection which (in face of all argument to the contrary) 
demands that we shall think and act freely only so far as is thought in 
conformity with the opinions of a body of older men who have left behind 
tnem, years ago, the difficulties which we to-day must meet; if, indeed, 
they were ever faced with them. 

Granted that the Library Association admits our purpose, and favour- 
ably regards our success, as we are ready to believe it does; granted even 
that it understands the difficulty of reaching the young assistants worth 
reaching without our aid, and would wish us to affiliate accordingly, why, 
I ask, should we, after eleven years’ dogged fight for the recognition of 
the assistant as a factor in modern librarianship, against many obstacles and 
much opposition, now hand over the fruit of our labours as soon as it is 
ripe. Because of absolute advantages we are told; but I for one cannot 
see them. The benefit to librarianship represented by the Library Associa- 
tion I understand, but where are the benefits to us? This seems a pro- 
posal which will enable us to do something more for the outside world but 
which will bring small grist to our own mill. You know where charity 
begins. I suppose. 

Let us analyse the gains which the Hon. Secretary (Mr. Jast) foresees. 

Official channels of communication would be opened. Are we to 
understand that unless we affiliate those channels will not be open? Such 
could not be, it would not be compatible with their Charter. This, then, 
is a case of ‘‘ No change.”’ 

The aid of the several Committees of the Library Association would 
be gained. But this sounds more than it means, for so long as the Bye- 
laws of the Library Association remain as at present we should gain little 
from such aid. 

Parliamentary business we leave alone, as it is not on our programme, 
and we can always—and would heartily—associate the weight of our 
membership with any measure for Parliament if the Library Association 
desired it. 

The Finance Committee has already outlined its aid—the capita- 
tion grant—which since less than a dozen of our members are subscribers 
to the Library Association, would work out at about 20s. a year; a bait 
which must be left out of the reckoning. 

The aid of the Education Committee is a statement of little force, 
because the only way in which that Committee can be of service to us is 
by permitting our official representation which shall voice the needs and 
express the opinions of the assistants—for whom, after all, the Committee 
is in service. And this, we are told, can never be. 

The enhanced standing is a point I fail to read as I am expected. 
Would our subsidiary position (and subsidiary it would be if you carefully 
read the terms and communications wherein the wording ‘* Branches ”’ is 
invariably used) be an improvement on things as they are? Would we— 
nay, could we secure the favour of greater men than those whose names 
have adorned our programmes and who have afforded us the best view 
of ourselves as others see us; and is there a shining light of technical 
fame who has not addressed or helped us at some time or another ? 

No, these statements are all rigfit in sound, but would they help us 
in practice? Surely we must not be blamed if we test our pig before the 
poke is tied up. 

I’m afraid that, after all, Mr. Sayers’s idea of the new growth, the 
renewed vigour, is the only hope which affiliation holds out to us; but this 
must not be taken for granted. Once comfortably under the wing of the 
Library Association, it would only be natural if we wanted to be looked 
after somewhat, and the little worries which we now glory in circum- 
venting would be cleared away for us. The acid which at present keeps 
us on the move would be dangerously near turning into the sugar of a 
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maudling, daudling existence. Remember, gentlemen, that troubles 
strengthen you, and that self-responsibility leads you to greater lengths 
than you would bother to go as a protected commodity. The fact that the 


eyes of the library world watch your career, doubled by the assurances that 
some of those eyes would not be very wet if you collapsed, will keep you 
hard at the grindstone if you have the courage I believe you to possess 

Lastly, it is only fair that I advise you of information given me for 
the purpose; to the effect that the membershin of the Library Association 
is about twice as large as our own, but that the representation of public 
librarians is only 50 per cent. of the total membership. That is to say, 
out of 350 actual members of the Library Association (Year-Book, 1905) 
only 186 are librarians or assistants, and even this number includes some 
American librarians, librarians of Mechanics’ Institutes, et Nearly half 
(164) are booksellers, bookbinders, chairmen and members of committees, 
etc. Out of 29 honorary fellows and fellows only 12 are English librarians, 
but only 6 of these are English public librarians. These figures do not 
include 166 libraries and institutions which also subscribe 

I am also informed tnat this membership is gradually declining—a 
fact which I regret. Whether the whole business is a move to augment a 
declining membership with a body strong. and likely to be stronger, is 
not for me to say, but it remains with you to think whether we are well- 
advised in officially affiliating with an Association which is not exclusively 
technical, which has declared itself to be not a professional body, and whose 
Council was (last year) thought far too technical in 

I maintain this negative argument for no other reason than a desire 








constitution. 


to bring about a business policy for you. The Library Association is a 
body which is deserving of much respect from you, but that respect must 
not carry you too far, it must not close your eyes to a bad bargain 


It is significant to me that the Library Association has not said or 
done much in this matter, and the arguments, doubts and fears which 
have been floating about during 1905 have emanated from divided ranks of 
our own membership. Frankly I believe that the Library Association 
could not make a good case for this measure if it tried, and the activity 
of certain of our own members in this direction smacks regrettably of a 
desire to please the Council of the Library Association rather than of a 
sense of responsibility for the Library Assistants’ Association. 

In conclusion I oppose the proposal because :- 

It is against our constitution. 

The ‘measure is unsuitable to our particular case, being (as we 
are) an exceptional body. 

The benefits are not sufficiently proven. 

An _ affiliation contract should afford patent advantages to both 
contracting parties, which this (in our case) does not. 

There is some doubt whether our affiliation is a matter of much 
concern to the greater section of the Library Association. 

Our propaganda is exclusively technical, and we can only attach 
ourselves to an exclusively technical body. 

Our activities are more likely to prove continuous as an_inde- 
pendent body. 

We prefer to maintain the present independent line in our Journal 
upon all matters of technical interest, which might bring us into 
conflict with the Bye-laws of the Library Association 


Discussion. 


Mr. Coutts (Islington) could imagine no greater error of judgment 
than to refuse the advance which the Library Association had made to 
them to link up with that Association. The money question which had 
been raised was a low one and ought not to influence them at all. It was 
the moral advantage to be gained. Looking at the question from a 
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business point of view they would gain a great deal. They would continue 
to work as heretofore, but would have a greater claim upon the Library 
Association. They gained more than the Library Association, and by 
linking up the two big Associations in the library profession would 
strengthen that profession. It was their duty, looking at the whole 
question, not to retard the work which was being done for the profession, 
but to strengthen the hands of the Library Association. 

Mr. Rees (Westminster) said it was unnecessary for him to say any- 
thing about the advantages or disadvantages of affiliation, as that had 
been done very ably by the openers of the debate. At one time he felt 
very much inclined to join with those who favoured affiliation, and he was 
afraid it was from rather a mercenary spirit that he supported it. Now, 
however, it was seen that there would be practically no monetary gain. 
Even after that he voted for affiliation when the report of the delegates 
was brought forward in Committee, but since that committee meeting he 
had carefully considered the question from all points, and he should now 
be sorry if the members accepted the proposal of the Library Association. 
Assistants were not as keen about professional matters as they should 
be, but he believed that the apathy of which they had heard so much 
would be increased if they joined the Library Association, for they would 
perhaps feel some glory in belonging to such an Association, and would 
probably become more careless and apathetic. He really could not see 
that there would be any great advantage in affiliating, and he felt that 
the L.A.A. would better serve library assistants by maintaining a separate 
existence. 

Mr. Harris (Hornsey) said the opposition to this question had some- 
what astonished him. Personally he could see no objection to the scheme. 
It was not a question of money, but of the moral support which they 
would give to the Library Association and to the profession as a whole. 
There was another reason why they should associate with the Library 
Association. Stress had been laid upon the statement that many librdrians 
had a feeling of antagonism to the L.A.A. Affiliation would break this 
down. By affiliating they would gain more members and the status of the 
Association would be raised. The next few vears would be a crucial time 
for the Library Association and all connected with libraries, and they 
should link up with the Library Association and support it in every way. 
If they were going along on the old lines, he did not think they would 
gain much support from provincial assistants. . Affiliation would add to 
their own status and to the dignity of the profession. 

Mr. Stephen (Bishopsgate Institute) was glad to hear the views of 
Mr. Rees, as he felt that to some extent the new members would be guided 
by the views of older members such as he. So far as he could see the 
only benefits to be gained by affiliation were the moral support of the 
Library Association and the capitation grant, but the latter need only be 
mentioned to be dismissed. He would like to know the tangible meaning 
of the term ‘* moral support.’’ If it meant practical sympathy they ought 
to have had that long ago. The L.A.A. was now hardly in need of 
adoption. It had survived the struggle for existence. Affiliation without 
representation on the Library Association Council or Education Committee 
was analagous to taxation without representation. If affiliation was to be 
of the slightest value to assistants it was imperative that they should have 
a voice in matters that vitally affected them. Let them remember that the 
introduction of the Library Association technical classes was partly due to 
the L.A.A. Librarians could extend their sympathy and support in a very 
simple but practical manner, by subscribing to ‘“‘ The Library Assistant.”’ 
At present only a handful of librarians were sufficiently interested in the 
work of the L.A.A. to do so. If it was argued that their Association was 


not what it might be, let the reform come from within and not from 
without. 
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Mr. Bursill (Woolwich) said that as an original member he had given 
the proposal to affiliate much thought, and the more he had thought about 
it the more he had inclined to the idea. They would receive moral support 
but they would also become the official body of library assistants. As 
things were, any other body of assistants could band together and become 


just as important in the library world as they were. At present there was 
no link between the Library Association and the L.A.A. Affiliation would 
not only provide such a link, but also a moral tie. They would be 


recognised as the official body of library assistants incorporated with the 
Library Association. He believed the Library Association would welcome 
affiliation so that it might have the weight of the L.A.A. behind it. They 
belonged to the same profession, and there should be some tangible link. 


Mr. Smith (Bishopsgate Institute) was entirely opposed to the pro- 
posal. He believed it was never intended that the L.A.A. should be 
included in the offer, which was made primarily to the branch associations 
of the Library Association. The «brary Association as a body had never 
manifested such concern in the welfare of the L.A.A. as to render affiliation 
either justifiable or desirable, and having been left to surmount early 
obstacles themselves they were approached, now that they were established, 
with an offer of this kind. He had said. now that they were established 
He would remind them that the L.A.A. was not a dying body. The Asso- 
ciation was not on its last legs. The membership was not declining. On 
the contrary, they were stronger now than they had ever been. There had 
been on every hand a revival of interest this Session, and since October 
they had enrolled between 40 and 50 new members; therefore, by refusing 
to affiliate they were in no danger of collapsing. 

Mr. Shawcross (Woolwich) said that by affiliation they were not going 
to lose their independence, but would be recognised to a greater degree 
Their hands were not going to be tied. Even if they were not allowed 
representation on the iducation Committee they would not be worse off 
than at present, as they had no representation now. They were not going 
to give up anything and were going to gain much. With all respect to 
the old members of their Association, he could not see that acceptance of 
this offer would be in any way opposed to the objects of the founders 


Mr. R. B. Wood (Westminster) said that he had come with an open 
mind. He had listened patiently to all the arguments of those who favoured 
the proposal—the moral and sentimental advantage likely to be gained, 
but they did not appear to him to amount to much. The great strength 
of the L.A.A. lay in its being a purelv professional association. The 
Library Association on the other hand was a conglomerate body, and had 
not the authority to-day it had ten years ago. He believed this was a 
move to replenish the diminishing membership of that Association. As an 
original member of the L.A.A., and a former member of the Committee, 
he would vote against the proposal. 


Mr. Young (Greenwich) thought library assistants of the present day 
owed a debt of gratitude to the Library Association, as instance their 
education scheme. It had been said that the Library Association wished 
to bolster up its declining ranks by affiliating other associations. Even if 
this were so, assistants should heip them. Affiliation would help to pro- 
mote the entente cordiale between assistants and librarians. It had also 
been said that there was division in the ranks of the Library Association, 
but if affiliated, assistants would attach themselves to the progressive 
section of that body. 


Mr. A. F. Hatcher (West Ham) as a junior member did not see that 
affiliation would help them much. The Library Association would probably 
treat them overpoweringly, otherwise whv was it a condition that balance- 
sheets and reports had to be submitted to that Association. The good 
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work of the Education Committee of the Library Association had been 
referred to. It was a fact that in some recent appointments the certificates 
had carried no weight. ; 

Mr. Carter (St. Martin’s) said that the L.A.A. had now grown to 
quite a respectable age, and it seemed that the Library Association had 
suddenly made up its mind to woo it. Mr. Carter, after picturing in a 
very charming allegory the wooing of the L.A.A. by the Library Asso- 
ciation, said the earlier memvers were best able to judge whether this 
proposal was likely to benefit them. The whole of the arguments had 
been laid before them fairly, and he would not offer them any advice 
beyond asking them to give the matter their fullest consideration before 
filling up their ballot papers. 

Mr. Hawkins (Fulham) was not prepared to offer advice but would like 
answers to one or two questions. Was it known why the Library Associa- 
tion had approached them? Would the Library Association provide a 
permanent room for the meetings of the L.A.A.’ Had any associations 
accepted this offer? 

Mr. Roebuck referred Mr. Hawkins to the January issue of ‘* The 
Library Assistant,’? which, he said, contained all the information available. 

Mr. Bullen (Poplar) said that they had heard the question fully dis- 
cussed, and the only serious argument in favour of aftfiiiation was the 
moral support they were likely to gain. In his opinion the moral advan- 
tage was all on the side of the Library Association. Further, it was a 
condition of affiliation that they had to submit to the Library Association 
reports, resolutions and balance sheets. What was to prevent the Library 
Association from perhaps criticising their items of expenditure or attempt- 
ing, at some future time, to regulate that expenditure? They should not 
give them the opportunity of influencing their policy or of ruling their 
affairs after eleven years, and thus surrender their liberty. As to the 
question of moral support, if the Library Association had done its duty 
they should have had this support all along. They once had _ representa- 
tion on the Education Committee, but even this was now withheld. 

Mr. Sayers’ Reply. 

In his reply Mr. Sayers stated that he was astonished at the thorough 
misconception that seemed to exist in the minds of the members as to 
what afliliation implied. It was’to clear away some of this misconception 
that the meeting had been called, but it seemed not to have made the 
matter clear to a number present. Emphaticaily affiliation did not mean 
being under the thumb of the Library Association; it meant, as he had 
tried to show, a link of mutual good will, which would tend to make the 
junior association a sort of preliminary to the senior. He was surprised, 
too, at the narrow way in which many speakers regarded the question; 
they did not consider how it would benefit the profession, but only what 
they were to gain individually. If affiliation helped to ennoble the pro- 
fession, then it would necessarily ennoble the work and standing of each 
individual member of the profession. He did not think affiliation a 
financial tactic on the part of the Library Association; the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee was the proper Committee to consider such 
an overture as had been made. Mr. Roebuck had said that the pro- 
fessional part of the Library Association was diviaed into two sections, 
one in sympathy with and one indifferent to the interests of assistants. 
He would affirm that was untrue, and Mr. Roebuck had no authority for 
his statement. A large part of the strength of the Library Association 
lay in the fact that it was not an exclusively professional body. It banded 
together all who desired to further the library movement. The English 
public were inclined to regard with suspicion all corporations of public 
servants, as anyone referring to the well-known book ‘‘A Plea for 
Liberty ’’ and its remarks on public libraries would easily discover. There- 
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fore those who wished to limit the Library Association to librarians were 
trying to exclude a large unprofessional section of the community whose 
sympathy and help were of the utmost value in creating public opinion 
and legislation in favour of their craft. As for the older members of the 
L.A.A. advising the younger ones; that was all very well, but newer men 
often had a clearer conception of the necessities of the moment. He was 
asked for the tangible meaning of *‘ moral support’’; he thought it 
connoted: 1. Sympathy between chief and assistant librarian; a sentiment 
perhaps, but more depended on sentiment than many were aware. 2. 
Practical help in time of difficulty, and there were undoubtedly times when 
the Library Association could greatly assist them. 3. A mutual recogni- 
tion of needs and duties—especially of those related to education. It had 
been remarked that the examination board of the Library Association was 
not composed of diplomated men. He granted that; but each man on it 
had been in charge of a large library for at least ten years, or was an 





acknowledged expert in his particular sphere. They must remember, too, 
that even certificates must have an origin, and before that origin it was 
necessarily impossible to obtain them. In reply to a question raised, he 


would say that all library societies except the L.A.A. and one other had 
accepted affiliation. Finally he would ask them to consider carefully the 
men who opposed affiliation and their views on general library matters, 
and to ask themselves, not in a carping spirit, but gravely, what these 
had done for practical librarianship. 


Mr. Roebuck’s reply. 


Mr. Roebuck in reply to the several points raised upon his argument 
stated that no one regretted more than he that mention should be made 


of the capitation grant. They were not discussing affiliation from such 
a base standard, and those who opposed tne measure did not do so because 
there was any absence of £ s. d. advantage. He thought that the views 
of Mr. Rees bore some weight. That gentleman—one of their senior 


ile 
find it wise to oppose a measure that he recently supported was a sign 
that the opposition was well-grounded. The argument that affiliation 
would support the profession by linking up the two principal societies was 
true and patent to all, but he failed to see that such support and unity of 
purpose could not be arrived at excepting by direct affiliation. The 
advocates had urged that as an affiliated body the L.A.A. would acquire 
the moral support of the Library Association. Surely” there was reason 
to expect this whether atliliated or not. It could never be the purpose of 


members—had never been given to hasty judgment, and that he should 


Ol 
the Library Association to withhold that moral support, and he felt con- 
strained to deny that the Library Association would do so. He also 
demurred to the statement that by affiliation the L.A.A. would become the 
only *‘ official ’’ junior association, and that the measure would check the 
birth of rival bodies. Even the Library Association did not hold the senior 
field to itself, and other bodies would rise up where two or three were 


I 


gathered together with a common purpose and aim. It was the natural 
order of things. In response to Mr. Savers, he wished it to be clearly 
understood that his quotations concerning the membership and feeling of 
the Library Association were direct from prominent members of that body, 
and he had no reason to doubt the intentions of his informants. He 
agreed that representation on the Library Association Education Com- 
mittee was open to question, because at present no assistant held the 
Diploma, but he thought that if they affiliated they ought to receive a 
promise to the effect that representation would be granted as soon as the 
L.A.A. included among its members holders of the Diploma. There was, 
however, no prospect of such representation. He objected to the statement 
that those who opposed affiliation had done nothing for practical librarian- 
ship. Mr. Sayers must have felt that the sands were running against 
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him when he used such an argument as this. In conclusion, he had been 
pained by the reflection issued by affiliation advocates, particularly by Mr. 
Sayers, that the opposition to the measure was the outcome of pettiness 
and a false assumption of dignity. There was neither. It was only just 
that they should consider disadvantages as well as advantages, and by so 
doing they did not infer or feel the slightest disregard or disloyalty to the 
Library Association. They were not antagonistic. They preferred to 
speak and act freely in accordance with their sense of fitness and technical 
requirement, but in so doing they emphatically denied any suggestion of 
antagonism to the counsels of the recognised senior Association. In 
support of this he gave notice that, providing the measure was rejected, it 
was his intention to move at the next meeting :— 

That the members of the L.A.A. have given careful consideration 
to the proposal of affiliation received from the Librarv Association on 
April 20th, 1905; but regrets that the suggested affiliation cannot be 
entertained, it being felt that an independent standing is best suited to 
the L.A.A. The L.A.A., however, thanks the Library Association for 
the compliment and recognition which this offer entails, and most 
heartily wishes that closer relations between the two bodies may come 
about, in support of which the L.A.A. nledges itself to concerted action 
with the Library Association in all matters, and to be ready at any time 
to advise the Library Association on matters particular to our member- 
ship or sphere, and to carry out as far as possible any measure (apart 
from affiliation) which shall have for its purpose the advancement of the 
profession.” 

At the close of the debate a vote was taken with the result that of the 
40 members present 9 voted for, and 25 against, affiliation. Owing to a 
feeling of resentment at a vote being taken 5 members (Messrs. Bursill, 
Harris, Hawkins, Sayers and Young) abstained from voting, and also 
urged others not to vote. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

An interesting gathering took place at the St. Saviour’s Public 
Library, Southwark, on Wednesday, February 9th, when Mr. H. D. 
Roberts, who has acted as Chief Librarian of that institution, was presented 
with a testimonial subscribed by friends and admirers on his retiring from 
office under the new scheme promulgated by the Southwark Borough 
Council. The Chairman of the Libraries Committee (the Right Hon. R. K. 
Causton, M.P.), who presided, spoke in eulogistic terms of Mr. Roberts’ 
invaluable services to the library during the 11} years he had occupied the 
post of librarian. The testimonial took the form of a handsome grand- 
father’s clock and a silver cigarette case, the clock bearing the following 
inscription: ‘‘ Presented to Mr. Henry D. Roberts by his friends on the 
termination of his appointment of librarian of St. Saviour’s Public Library, 
after many years of zealous service. January, 1906.’’ It was stated that 
the number of subscribers to the fund was 81. Assistants, who will ever 
hold Mr. Roberts in very high esteem by reason of his whole-hearted 
devotion to their cause, will be gratified to learn of this recognition of 
his services at Southwark. 

Another presentation of interest was that made to Mr. Henry Bond, 
who has recently resigned the office of Chief Librarian of the Woolwich 
Public Libraries consequent upon his appointment to be Chief Librarian of 
St. Pancras. The ceremony took place at the Woolwich Town Hall on 
Wednesday, February 21st, when the Town Clerk, on behalf of the prin- 
cipal officers and the libraries staff, presented to Mr. Bond an aneroid 
barometer and thermometer. The inscription reads: ‘‘ Presented to Henry 
Bond, Esq., by his colleagues the principal officers and the libraries staff 
of the Woolwich Borough Council, upon his leaving the service of the 
Council. January 31st, 1906.’’ 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION, 1906. 
The Professional Examination for 1906 will be held on May 7th-1ith 
inclusive. Centres will be arranged to suit the convenience of candidates 
and will be announced in due course. 
Monpay, May 7TH. 
Morning. Section I. Literary History. 
Afternoon. Section II. Bibliography. 
Turspay, May 8th. 
Section III. Classification, Practical and Theoretical. 
WeEpneEspDay, May 91H. 
Section IV. Cataloguing, Practical and Theoretical. 
Tuurspay, May 101TH. 

Section V. Library History and Organisation. Two papers. 
Fripay, May | 11TH. 

Section VI. Practical Library Administration. Two papers. 

The Board of Examiners have set the following as subjects for the 
essays :— 

Section I. (Literary History) Essay on Charles Lamb; or, A comparison 
between English Literature at the beginning and end of the 
nineteenth century. 

Section II. (Bibliography) A Bibliography of Charles Lamb and 
selected criticisms. 

Section III. (Classification) The Objects of a Subject Classification 
of Books, to be illustrated by any one scheme. 

Section IV. (Cataloguing) The use and abuse of Annotation. 

Section V. (Library History) Regulations affecting the loan of books 
in Libraries. 

Section VI. (Practical Library Administration) The Children’s Depart- 
ment in Municipal Libraries. 

Tatending students, who are reminded that there is no entrance fee, 
are required to send in their names to the Honorary Secertary of the 
Library Association Education Committee, Whitcomb House, Whitcomb 
Street, Pall Mall wast, London, S.W., on or before Saturday, March 3lst, 
1906. Copies of the detailed syllabus, together with the examination 
questions set in 1905, may be obtained upon application. 


OBITUARY. 
It is with regret that we have to record the death of Mr. George 
Parker, M.A., Senior Assistant at the Bodleian Library, Oxford, whx 


passed away quite suddenly at his residence in Oxford on Monday, 


January 29th. Mr. Parker was on duty at the Bodleian on the Saturday 
preceding his death, which came as a shock to all his friends 

Mr. Parker was in his 68th year, having been born on March 3rd, 
1838. He commenced work at the Library in 1854, where he was con- 


tinuously engaged until the time of his death, so that his figure has been 
a perfectly familiar one to all the students and readers there during the 
last two generations. At the Bodleian Tercentenary in 1902 the University 
conferred upon him the degree of Hon. M.A., and in 1904, being the 50th 
anniversary of his work at the Bodleian, the staff presented him with 
silver tea-service, together with an address signed by the Librarian 
the members of the staff. j 

In addition to carrying out his duties at the Bodleian, Mr. Parker 
was engaged at various times during his long career in most of the College 
Libraries and Institutions in Oxford, and arranged and catalogued many 
private libraries in the county and elsewhere. During his spare time he 
had traced the pedigrees and histories of many of our most i 


and 


important 
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families, and the evenings of his last five years were largely occupied in 
arranging the archives belonging to the City of Oxford. Mr. Parker was 
responsible also, since its formation in 1884, for all the clerical work in 
connection with the Oxford Historical Society. In 1881 he started the 
Oxford branch of the Anti-Vivisection Society, being for some time its 
hon. treasurer, and always evinced the keenest interest in the objects the 
Society was endeavouring to promote. It was thus a busy and useful life 
that has lately drawn to its close. 

The funeral took place on February Ist, and among those present 
were Bodley’s Librarian, the Senior Proctor representing the University, 
and several present and past members of the Bodleian staff, besides a large 
number of friends. 

Mr. Walter H. Parker, chief senior assistant in the Woolwich Public 
Libraries, and a member of the Library Assistants’ Association, is a son 
of the deceased gentleman. 


THE COMMITTEE. 

The usual monthly meeting of the Committee was held at the Bishops- 
gate Institute,E.C., on Wednesday evening, February 2Ist, Mr. W. Geo. 
Chambers presiding. 

The resignation of Mr. A. F. Hatcher, a junior co-opted member, 
who has been appointed senior assistant at Bolton, was accepted with 
regret, and Mr. D. J. Bayley (Poplar) was elected in his place. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ The Library Assistant.”’ 
Selected Candidates’ Expenses. 


Dear Sir,—May I bring before the notice of your readers the now 
prevailing and unsatisfactory practice of Library Committees with regard 
to the expenses of their selected candidates ? 

It is a common belief that Library Committees, when appointing new 
members of their library staff, are willing to pay all reasonable expenses 
incurred by their selected candidates. Facts, however, seem to show 
that they have made a rule to pay nothing more than ‘‘ 8rd class railway 
fare to and from the place of meeting.’’ Whilst this may be satisfactory 
enough to local candidates, it can hardly be considered fair to those who, 
having many miles to travel, are put to the additional expense of taking 
their meals (and perhaps also of staying overnight) at an hotel. I, my- 
self, have had to travel the greater part of a day in order to appear before 
a Selection Committee which met in the evening. It was too late when 
business was concluded for me to return home—at such a distance. The 
fact that I had to pay hotel prices for meals and then stay over-night in a 
city where I was a complete stranger could not be considered I was told; 
the Committee could only pay the cost of 3rd class railway fare, nothing 
more. When I returned home I was the loser by some nine or ten 
shillings; or, about one-third of a week’s wage to the average library 
assistant. This is not an isolated nor an extreme case, as many of your 
readers can, no _ doubt, testify. Librarians and assistants, as a 
class, are not given to high and extravagant living; and it would make 
but a trifling difference to Library Committees if they were to pay all the 
necessary expenses of their selected candidates. This I am sure they 
would willingly do if the subject were brought under their notice in a 
proper manner; and I would appeal to chief librarians, who at any time 
may be about to appoint new members of their staff, to use their influence 
with their Committees, and if possible to obtain for the selected candidates 
a more just consideration in the matter of expense. A. H. E. 
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Proposed Summer School. 

Dear Sir,—Several suggestions have been made to the Education 

Committee to hold a Summer School in London this year. Before, how- 

ever, taking any active steps in the matter, the Committee would like to 
have some idea as to the possible demand for the revival of the School 

I should be glad, therefore, if any assistants either in London or the 

country who would care to attend such a School, which in all probability 

would be held in June or July, would communicate with me at once 

Should a sufficient number signify their wish to be present I think there 

is little doubt that a most interesting meeting could 

Yours faithfully, 
Henry D. Roseris, 
Hon. Sec., Education Committee of the 





be arranged. 





ary Association 


[From the above letter assistants will see that it rests entirely with 
them as to whether a Summer School is held in London this year or not 
It is now many years since such a meeting was held, but those who have 
attended the previous Schools organised by the Library Association cat 





letter will be suct 





testify to their value. We hope that the response to t 
as to justify the Library Association in proceeding with the arrangements 


—Ed. * L.A. 


DONATION TO THE L.A.A. LIBRARY. 
Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister, F.S.A., has again shown in a practical way 





his interest in the Library Assistants’ Association by presenting a nearly 
complete set of ‘‘ The Library ’’ (Second Series) from the commencement 
in 1900 to date. He has also promised to present a copy regularly as 
published in future, in order that the set may be kept up-to-date Chis 
will be a valuable addition to the collection of books in the L.A.A. rary 
and Mr. MacdAlister’s kindness will, we feel sure, meet with the due 


appreciation of the members. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Downey, Mr. J. A. L., Assistant Librarian, to be Librarian, Wes 
Hartlepool. 
Hautiey, Mr. R., Assistant, to be Librarian, Ha 


*HaATCHER, Mr. A. F., Assistant, West Ham, to be Senior Assistant, Boltor 
Leicn, Mr. C. W. E., Acting Librarian, to be Librarian, University of 
Manchester. 

NaGLe, Mr. W. H., to be Librarian, Littlehampton Mr. Nagle was f 
some time a member of the Brighton Public Library Committee 
Netson, Mr. J., to be Librarian-in-charge of the Oldpark Road Brancl 

Belfast. 


Purnett, Mr. H. R., late of the Bodleian Library, to be Assistant-in- 

charge of the Croydon Central Reference Library. 
* Member of the L.A.A. 
NEW MEMBERS. 

Senior: Mr. Henry Stevens, Nunhead; Mr. Sidney C. Norman, Wands- 
worth. 

Junior: Miss G. M. Bull, Battersea; Miss W. Le 
Heard-Buckingham, Eastbourne. 


gg, Batteresa; Mr. S 


NOTICE. 

There are still several copies of Mr. Frank Campbell’s pamphlet for 
disposal, and members or others may obtain these on the conditions named 
in our last issue. To the aspiring assistant this address contains much 
sound advice and helpful information, and those who have not yet secured 
copies should do so without delay. 
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